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This IIM charts a new course, looks east for global 
business  
(Hindustan Times, Bhopal, March 3) 

The programme has been designed for professionals 
with substantial work experience internationally A S H O K E K D U T TA , 
IIM Shillong director 

NEW DELHI: At a time when everyone is looking westward, the Indian Institute of Management (IIM) 
Shillong is adopting a ‘Look East’ policy even as it braces itself to start its new postgraduate programme 
(PGPEX) in international business with special focus on China. This programme becomes even more important 
because 2012 is being celebrated as the IndiaChina Friendship Year.  

“We have a target of starting the course from April 2012. But considering the large number of applications 
received, we may be delayed by two weeks,” Prof Ashoke K Dutta, IIM Shillong director, told HT.  

The Executive Post Graduate Programme (PGPEX) in international business is an intensive one-year 
programme designed to enhance skills and capabilities essential for senior management positions at the global 
level with six-month stay and internship in China. IIM Shillong has entered into an MOU with Ocean 
University of China to start the new global MBA programme.  

“At a time when everyone is looking westward, we have decided to look eastward. Is this not a good sign?” he 
said.  

Listing other steps taken to look eastward, Dutta said they have had two advanced management programmes in 
January and February this year targeted towards heads of academic institutions and bureaucrats.  

To begin with 20 bureaucrats were trained in China on the Chinese way of doing business. “We are having talks 
with the governments of other north- eastern states and by next year we may include more states for the 
programme.”  

The participants in the oneyear PGPEX programme will develop the ‘financial mindset’ to analyse, plan and 
make decisions to maximise corporate value, Dutta said, maintaining “They will develop an understanding of 
how international financial policy interacts with corporate strategy. A key challenge in developing a global 
business strategy is aligning the organization’s resources with long term goals, while converging global forces 
and local issues.”  

“The programme has been designed for professionals with substantial work experience internationally and the 
key attribute of this Sino- Indian Global MBA programme is its focus on emerging economies such as Brazil, 
Russia, India, China, and South Africa,” Dutta said, adding: “These emerging economies have enormous 
potential and business opportunities in 2012-20. Sustaining spectacular growth requires capable senior 
executives with global exposure who acquire diverse skills to handle numerous challenges, which are in short 
supply.”  
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The business model that have developed cater to business need of the western societies. With the advent of the 
emerging economies in the global business scene new challenges have opened up which are specific to the 
emerging markets, he said. LOVE, JEALOUSY BEHIND MASOOD MURDER: DIARY  

Pervez, who is married to Asa Pervez, had an intimate relationship with the legislator for the last five years. 
Masood incurred Pervez’s wrath for her growing closeness with the MLA.  

“On August 15, 2011, a day before the murder, Pervez wrote ‘for the last two-three days, [the legislator] has not 
talked to me. But he spoke to Shehla Masood for half hour’,” the source said.  

On August 16, 2011, she wrote, ‘I was feeling very depressed…then Ali called me around 11.15 am. He said, 
mubarak ho, ghar ke saamney hi kaam ho gaya (Congratulations, the job has been done outside the house)’. 
According to the diary, which will be a key evidence against Pervez and others, the shooter Shanu Olanga had 
called Ali to announce that the deed has been done. At 11.26 am, Ali called Pervez again to discuss the incident. 
Pervez further wrote that the same evening, she “celebrated” with her friend and colleague Saba Faruqui, who 
allegedly knew about the contract to get Masood killed. ZAHIDA FRIEND ...  

Aulanga was killed in Kanpur, later. While Irfan has been arrested, the hunt is on for Salim. CBI sources said 
Zahida was close to a BJP MLA but he had been avoiding her lately. This was reflected in the entries made in 
her diary. An entry made on August 16, the day Masood was shot dead, drew the attention of investigators. The 
diary has sad ‘shayari’ (Urdu couplets) apart from ‘sensational’ entries, say sources. But officials are silent on 
exact nature of the revelations.  

A robot for work and home  
(International Herald Tribune, March 3) 

A U.S. company, irobot, is creating an assistant that will use recent video and computing advances to help with 
office work and household chores. The robot, Ava, will have an ipad or an Android tablet for a brain and Xbox 
motion sensors to help it get around. Ever since Rosey the Robot took care of ‘‘The Jetsons’’ in the early 1960s, 
the promise of robots making everyday life easier has been a bit of a tease.  
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JODI HILTON 
FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES (LEFT); HANNA-BARBERA At left, the robot called Ava will use recent video 
and computing advances to help out with office work and household chores; at right, the mechanical maid of 
‘‘The Jetsons.’’  

Rosey, a metallic maid with a frilly apron, ‘‘kind of set expectations that robots were the future,’’ said Colin M. 
Angle, the chief executive of irobot. ‘‘Then, 50 years passed.’’  

Nowmr. Angle’s company is trying to do Rosey one better — with Ava, a 5foot-4-inch, or 1.6 meter, assistant 
with an ipad or an Android tablet for a brain and Xbox motion sensors to help her get around. But no apron, so 
far.  

irobot, based outside Boston, has emerged over the past decade as one of the top U.S. robot makers. It has sold 
millions of disc-shaped Roomba vacuum cleaners, and its bomb disposal robots have protected soldiers in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Now, with Ava, it is using video and computing advances to create robots that could do office 
work remotely and perhaps one day handle more of the household chores.  

In late January, irobot expanded a partnership with Intouch Health, a small company that enables doctors at 
computer screens to treat stroke victims and other patients from afar. And this past week, Texas Instruments 
said it would supply irobot with powerful new processors that could help the robots act more like people and 
gradually lower their cost.  
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‘‘We have a firm belief that the robotics market is on the cusp of exploding,’’ said Remi El-ouazzane, vice 
president and general manager of the Texas Instruments unit that makes the new processors.  

Mr. Angle’s hopes for broadening the industry’s appeal are shared by other robot companies, which have 
struggled to expand beyond industrial and military uses, toys and other niche products.  

Programming robots to mimic human behavior remains difficult. But the ability to use the tablets as simple 
touchscreen controllers is attracting more software developers, who are envisioning applications that could 
enhance video-conferencing, provide mobile security guards and sales clerks and help the elderly live longer in 
their homes.  

And with their own innovations now at the center of the effort, the technology giants — Apple, Google, 
Microsoft and the semiconductor companies — are also pushing things along.  

But Mr. Angle, 44, who has been at the forefront of robotics since he was a student at M.I.T., said Ava was 
‘‘one of the things in our pipeline that I am personally most excited about.’’ He cautioned that the robot was 
still a prototype and would not report for any actual work duties before next year.  

Mr. Angle estimates that the early Ava’s will cost in the tens of thousands of dollars, high enough that the 
company is focusing first on medical applications with Intouch Health, based in Santa Barbara, California.  

Intouch already has robots with video hookups in many smaller hospitals, and they have saved lives in 
emergencies when specialists could not get there in person. But the doctors have to drive and manipulate the 
robots with joysticks to see the patients.  

Mr. Angle said that a tap on Ava’s tablet screen could dispatch it to the right room and free the doctors from the 
more mundane controls. Its new mapping system, based partly on Microsoft’s 3-Dmotion sensor for the Xbox, 
could enable the robot to hustle to the patient’s bedside without slamming into obstacles.  

As time goes on, Mr. Angle thinks business executives could use the robots as proxies at meetings, speaking 
and watching wirelessly through Ava’s headgear and even guiding it into the hall for private chats. And if the 
sticker price eventually gets down to consumer levels, as he thinks it will, Ava could, with arms added, dispense 
pills to aging Baby Boomers or even fetch them cocktails.  

Still, given how long other robotic breakthroughs have taken, Wall Street is not sure what to make of all this 
yet.  

As sales of its vacuums and military robots grew, irobot’s earnings shot up to $40 million last year from 
$756,000 in 2008, and its stock surged to $38 a share from $7. But with pressure mounting for budget cuts at 
the Pentagon, Mr. Angle told analysts last month that military sales could drop as much as 20 percent this year, 
and the stock quickly tumbled to a range of $25 to $26 a share.  

The company had laid off 55 of the 657 employees it had last autumn in anticipation of a slowdown in military 
sales in the United States.  
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Frank Tobe, an independent analyst who publishes ‘‘The Robot Report’’ online, said that until Ava was 
equipped to pick up and handle objects, it would have limited uses. But he said the partnership with Intouch 
gave irobot a much-need toehold in health care.  

Irobot plans to invest $6 million in InTouch, and Mr. Tobe said by combining their technologies, the companies 
could produce the devices at a much lower cost and attract more business.  
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